
H O W  d o  y o u  
D E V E L O P  A N  
O R I G I N A L  
I D E A ?

D I S S E C T I O N  T R E E S

I D E A  M A T R I X
=

=

=

=

=

=

+

+

+

+

+

+



C O N S I D E R A T I O N  B .

04.

03.

02.

07.

05.

06.

01. Sta te  the  Prob lem /  Des ign  Br ie f

Def ine : the  Prob lem, Aud ience , Goa ls , A r t i f ac ts  
needed, Time- l ine , P rocess , Un ique  Va lue  
Pos i t i on , B rand Va lues , e tc .

Cons ider : H is to r y, Connec t ions , L im i ts , Goog le , Focus  
g roups , Case  S tud ies , In te r v iew ing , V isua l  Research , 
S tudy  the  Compet i t i on , S i te  Research , Knowledge 
Domain , P in te res t  Excers i se

Idea t ion : Co l lec t  f i nd ings , Co l lec t  Ideas , 
Bra ins to rming , Mind  Mapp ing , Idea  Mat r i x , 
D issec t ion  Tree , L i s ts , Fo rced  Connec t ions

Crea t ing  Form: Thumbna i l  Ske tches , D ig i ta l  
Ske tches , Many  Var ia t i ons  &  Many  Imp lementa-
t ions , Spr in ts , Cons ider : K i t  o f  Par ts , A l te rna t i ve  
Gr ids , V i sua l  D ic t i onar t , I con/Symbo l / Index
(1s t  Dra f t s  = 20-200 d i f fe ren t  exper iments )  

(2nd  Dra f ts  = 20-100 d i f fe ren t  va r ia t i ons )  

G R A P H I C  D E S I G N  P R O C E S SS A M P L E

Research

Idea t ion  /  Ideas

Sketches  /  1s t  Dra f ts  (mock-ups)

P ro to type

Ed i t  /  Ref ine  /  2nd Draf ts  (mock-ups)

P resenta t ion



C O N S I D E R A T I O N  D .

Who

What

When 

Where

Why

WHAT

WHY

How
HOW

WHEN

WHERE

Q U E S T I O N S :

CHOOSE TWO:

T R I A N G L E :

E C O N O M I C A L

G O O D  ( Q U A L I T Y )

F A S T

WHO



C O N S I D E R A T I O N  A .

WATER

H2O Ai r

Hydrogen

Oxygen

E lements

L igh t

Dark

Peace

F loa t

Ra in

Re lax

Teardrop

Cr y Gr ie f

Ca lm

Coo l

Warm

Green
Breaze

Ocean

Wind

SandOcean

Sta rsExper iments

D I S S E C T I O N  T R E E

Loss

L i fe Dea thSa l t

Hur icane
Waves

Danger

Under

Ca t ion  S ign

Over

Deep

Brea the

B lue

D ive

Unknown

Shark

Pred i to r

Prey

Spark le

Re la t ionsh ip

Compan ionsh ip

Space

Ga laxy

Un ive rse

Time

E=MC 2

In f in i t y

P lane ts

Tes t  Tubes

V ia l s

Po t ions

Mag ica l

Wizza rd

Wand

Two

Numbers

Sys tem

HP

Swimming

Under  Water

We igh t less

Tred ing  Water

G l i s ten

G low

Sun

B inar y  S ta r

Sc ience



C O N S I D E R A T I O N  C .

04.

03.

02.

05.

01.

Par t  A :

1. Pick 5 Pieces from 
Pinterest. (Save them to 
your board)

The Pinterest Exercise is a good visual research 
process for newly developed designers. The exercise 
focuses on the development of individual voice by 
identifying formal and conceptual frameworks existing 
within designers functioning within the design field.

2. Make a thumbnail 
sketch of the composi-
tion

3. Make a larger piece 
in your sketchbook 
inspired by the piece 
you chose on Pinterst

Pa r t  B :

P I N T E R E S T  E X E R C I S E

V I S U A L  R E S E A R C H  /



S A M P L E  P R O C E S S  # 1 :

P R O J E C T  B R I E F :

D I S S E C T I O N  T R E E :

Q U E S T I O N :

C L I E N T :

C O N T E X T :

P R O M P T :

K E Y  W O R D S :

L I F E

T R E E S
B R A N C H E S

B O X
H O U S E

H E A R T

N E E D S

F O O D

W A T E R

W A T E R

L O V E

L O V E

S H E L T E R

S H E L T E R

L O V E

C O M P A N I O N S H I P

T W O

C I R C L E

C I R C L E

C Y C L E

L I F E

L O C A T I O N

M E D I T A T I O N

C E N T E R

L E A V E S

B R E A T H

B R E A T H

A I R

G R E E N

C L O U D S

W I N D

E L E M E N T S

U N I V E R S E D I M E N S I O N S

W A T E R

S W I M M I N I G

W H A T  A R E  T H E  N E C E S S I T I E S  O F  L I F E ?

C R E A T E  A  U N I Q U E  S E R I E S  O F  I C O N S  T H A T  R E P R E S E N T  T H E  N E C E S S I T I E S  O F  L I F E .

H U M A N I T A R I A N  N E E D S

W H O .  [ A U D I E N C E ] .  W h o  i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  N e c e s s i t i e s  o f  L i f e ?

W H A T.  [ R E S E A R C H ]  W h a t  a r e  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e ?  

W H E N .  [ H I S T O R R I C A L  R E S E A R C H  &  C O N T E X T  /  T I M E  ]  W h e n  a r e  t h e  N e c e s s i t i e s  o f  L i f e  r e l a v e n t ?  

W H E R E .  [ L O C A T I O N  /  G E O G R A P H I C  /  L A N G U A G E ]  W h e r e  a r e  t h e  N e c e s s i t i e s  o f  L i f e  h a p p e n i n g ?

W H Y.  [ T H O U G H T ]  W h y  a r e  t h e  t h e  N e c e s s i t i e s  o f  L i f e  i m p o r t a n t ?

C U B E

O N E - P O I N T  P E R S P E C T I V E

P O I N T  O F  V I E W

D I S T A N C E S P A C E

M I C R O

M A C R O
L I G H T

T I N Y

G A L A X Y
T E A R S A D H A P P Y

L A R G E

B I R D F L O C K
M A N YR I N G

H O P E F U L

T E A R  D R O P

G L O B E B A L L

S P I R A L
K N O W L E D G E

K N O W L E D G E

H I G H E R  S E L F
H I G H E R  P O T E N T I A L

W E A T H E R

S O L A R  S Y S T E M

P L A N E T S

E A R T H

H O M E

E Y EH 2 O

C Y C L E
W I N G S

S P H E R E

M A R T I N

M A P

J O U R N E Y
H I K I N G

E L E C T R I C I T Y

N .  T E S L A

W O O D F L I G H T

S H A P E S

T R I A N G L E P Y R A M I D

K N O W L E D G E
N A T U R E

N A T U R A L
E D U C A T I O N

H I G H E R  P O W E R

H E I G H T S K YH I G H
T P

T R I A N G L E

S O U L

D A N G E R
L I G H T N I N G

M O U N T A I N

K N O W L E D G E

C O M F O R T
T E N TR I N G

M A R S

3 - D

S C U L P T U R A L A N T

E N E R G Y

G A S

S T A R S D A R K

S A D



V I S U A L  E X P E R I M E N T S :

D R A F T S

D R A F T  P A L L E T

Shelter

Love

/Food

Knowledge

Water
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S
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V I S U A L  /  D E S C R I P T I V E  W O R D S :

P E O P L E

N A T U R A L

S C I E N T I F I C

E X P E R I M E N T A L

C O M M U N I T Y  
O R I E N T E D

E N V I R O N M E N T A L

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

D E S I G N  P R O B L E M :

I D E A  M A T R I X

A N I M A L S N A T U R ET O O L S

P E R S O N .

W H A T  A R E  T H E  B R A N D  
A T T R I B U T E S ?

W H A T  I S  T H E  B R A N D  
P E R S O N A L I T Y ?

P L A C E . T H I N G .

D Y N A M I C

I D E A  O R  B R A N D  A T T R I B U T E S V I S U A L  /  D E S C R I P T I V E  W O R D S P O S S I B L E
S O L U T I O N .

S A M P L E  P R O C E S S  # 2 :


